
1 Thessalonians 2 Thessalonians Philippians Philemon 1 Corinthians

Who wrote the letter? Paul, Silvanus, & Timothy Pseudonymous, or Paul,           
Silvanus, & Timothy Paul & Timothy Paul & Timothy Paul & Sosthenes

To whom was it written? Church in Thessalonica Church in Thessalonica Christians in Phillipi along with           
the bishops & deacons

Philemon, a member of the 
Church in Colosse, with           
Apphia & Archipus

Church in Corinth

When was it written? 51 CE 51 CE, shortly after 1 Thess. 52 CE, or 61 CE 52 CE, or 61 CE 53-55 CE

Where was it written? Corinth If Paul, Corinth Ephesus or Rome Ephesus or Rome Ephesus

What is going on in 
Paul's life/ministry?

Paul is on his 2nd missionary trip. 
He had desired to return to 
Thessalonica, but sent Timothy

On his 2nd missionary trip, Paul 
hears that his message from 1 
Thess. needs to be clarified.

Paul is imprisoned in           
Ephesus or Rome

Paul is imprisoned in           
Ephesus or Rome

Paul was finishing his ministry in 
Ephesus. He already wrote at 
least one letter to Corinth

What is the social 
setting?

In the heart of Hellenistic 
community, the young church 
maintains faithfulness despite 
opposition

Young church within Hellenistic 
community, still maintaining 
faithfulness despite opposition

There are threats of internal 
disunity within the young church, 
which will threaten the survival           
of the church

This is a society that slavery is 
widely accepted, even within 
Christian communities

Corinthian Christians are very 
diverse, leading to disunity over 
how the church will be run

Distinctive elements of 
the letter's form

Positive, familial, encouraging, 
apocalyptic Encouraging, apocalyptic Joyful, yet cautious about disunity Careful rhetoric to diplomatically 

pursuade Philemon

Language distinctly Christological, 
focuses on defending Paul's 
authority

Reasons given for 
writing the letter

To give thanks for the church's 
well-being in Thessalonica

To remedy any confusion and 
clarify his first letter

To give thanks for the Philippians' 
offerings to Paul in prison

Paul is sending Onesimus           
back to his master

Paul is answering a letter sent to 
him concerning resolving disputes 
within the church

What Paul writes about 
his story

He wishes he could return to them, 
but assures them that Christ's 
return is coming

He is concerned that too much 
focus on Christ's imminent return 
will distract from the work that 
needs to be done

He is joyful despite his      
hardships, as his sacrifices      
himself as Christ did

He is a prisoner of Christ, yet he is 
careful about considering the right 
treatment of his Christian brothers

He was chosen as an apostle by 
Christ himself, so the people 
should trust in him above other 
teachers

Distinctive key issues 
and approaches

How are Christians to prepare for 
Christ's return? Continue to be 
faithful and endure the hardships 
of the current time

Christ will return, but do not 
neglect to do the work that needs 
to be done in the meantime

Rejoice despite the sacrifices, 
because demonstrating unity      
and faithfulness will be rewarded 
before Christ

Onesimus should be treated as a 
fellow Christian, not a slave, to 
which Paul publicly pressures 
Philemon

The church should avoid this 
disunity of status and rival 
teachings, letting love be the 
governing power

The story of God in the 
letter

Have hope in God, who will not 
disappoint. He is about to change 
the order of the world.

God is coming and will vindicate 
the righteous over the idle           
and wicked

Christ humbled and sacrificed 
himself for us, to be in perfect 
united relationship

God sees, no one is lost to God, 
and God brings us together

God through Christ unites us in his 
body, we all drink of one Spirit

How are we to 
understand our 
relationship with God?

Have faith and love, but also have 
hope in God.

God has provided everything we 
need to be faithful, so to do wrong 
is to dishonor God

We are to be obedient in                
all ways, willing to give up 
everything for God

God, through Christ, unites us
Faith, hope, and love all important 
parts of relationship with God,      
but love is primary

How are we to 
understand our 
relationship with each 
other?

We have a responsiblity to help 
them have faith, hope, and love 
too.

Hold true to what you know is 
right, even if it is not what 
everyone else is doing

Humbly put the interests of others 
ahead of your own for the sake of 
unity

No matter how different our status 
in society is, we are like brothers if 
we are united in Christ

We are united in the body of Christ 
despite our differences, just as 
different body parts are all part of 
the same body
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2 Corinthians Galatians Romans Colossians Ephesians

Who wrote the letter? Paul & Timothy Paul & all the members                     
of God's family with him Paul Paul & Timothy, or pseudonymous Paul, or probably pseudonymous

To whom was it written? Church in Corinth, and                          
all Christians in Achaia Churches in Galatia All God's beloved in Rome,           

who are called to be saints
Christians, brothers & sisters,           
in Colosse

Church at Ephesus, also to be 
spread to neighboring churches

When was it written? 55-57 CE 49 CE, or 54-57 CE 57 CE If Paul, 60 CE If Paul, 60 CE, otherwise                
a generation later

Where was it written? Macedonia Antioch Corinth Rome If Paul, Rome

What is going on in 
Paul's life/ministry?

Paul had already written at least 
three letters to Corinth

Paul received word that the 
Galatians were falling away           
from his teachings

Finishing his work in the east,           
Paul was preparing to go to           
Rome on his way to Spain

If Paul, then he is imprisoned           
in Rome

If Paul, then he is imprisoned           
in Rome

What is the social 
setting?

Disunity persists in Corinth, 
particularly because of Jewish 
missionaries undermining Paul

Jewish Christian missionaries 
were in Galatia, dividing the 
Christian community

Rome is dominated by Gentile 
Christians with a minority Jewish 
Christian population

The church at Colosse is facing 
false teachings, possibly a 
mystical or syncretic Judaism

The church in Ephesus no longer 
seems as familiar with the 
missionary work of Paul

Distinctive elements of 
the letter's form

Highly polemical and 
autobiographical, Paul argues           
for his authority.

Angry, polemical, with judicial 
rhetoric, Paul lists arguments for 
why he should be followed

Rhetorical and carefully balanced 
arguments, diplomatic

Different language than most 
letters, longer sentences, hymns, 
speaks differently about sin & 
Christ's role in the church

Different language, writing in 
Christian hymns and Jewish 
scripture

Reasons given for 
writing the letter

Despite his teachings and 
authority, some in Corinth are           
still questioning his motives

The Gentile converts were being 
taught by others that they needed 
to follow Jewish Law to be 
Christian

Paul is on his way to Spain, 
wishes to visit Rome and accept 
any generosity they have to 
contribute

Paul wants to urge the church           
not to be swayed by teachings 
where Christ is not at the center          
of their cosmos

No problem in Ephesus is stated, 
but letter is celebratory about 
universal church

What Paul writes about 
his story

Paul recounts his qualifications           
as a minister, pointing out that he 
has served and sacrificed

He explains about his falling out 
with other apostles, calling them 
hypocrites for treating Gentile 
converts as inferior

Paul deemphasizes his own 
personal story, emphasizing the 
story of the message instead

Paul never visited Colosse, but 
heard about false teachings there 
and wants to affirm sufficiency of 
Christ

Probably not by Paul, but 
celebratory about the unity of the 
body of Christ

Distinctive key issues 
and approaches

The division and disunity caused 
by others cannot overcome God, 
who heals the relationships of           
the people

Even Jewish converts do not keep 
the Law consistently, the Law was 
not written for the Gentiles, they 
are reconciled through Christ

Just as Jews should not look           
down upon Gentiles, Gentiles 
should not look down upon           
Jews. All are united in           
justification by faith.

Christ is the head of the church, 
Christians are its body. The new 
order is like a faithful household 
between husband and wife

Walls between Gentile and Jew 
are abolished, the people are now 
united with each other and in 
Christ

The story of God in the 
letter

God is faithful, compassionate, 
and comforting

God chose Paul to reveal his           
Son to the Gentiles

The righteousness of God is for           
all the faithful, Jew and Gentile

Jesus Christ is God in the flesh 
and the head of the church

God is our benefactor and we           
are obliged to praise God

How are we to 
understand our 
relationship with God?

God has given the faithful what 
need to reflect his glory and be 
transformed into God's likeness

God granted Paul the authority           
to act as an apostle, to be his 
representative

We were always with God,           
justified by faith and therefore 
have peace with God

Christ holds supreme place, head 
of the church, and we are already 
raised in Christ

God is like the head of the 
household, who brings together 
and defines relationships

How are we to 
understand our 
relationship with each 
other?

None of the brokenness in 
relationships between people is 
too much for God to overcome

Separate but equal? Can two 
separate Christian communities 
survive insulated from each other?

We are called to be united with 
and committed to each other, to           
be generous and not look down 
upon others

The people are the body of the 
church, already together with 
Christ in the heavenly realm

No one is a stranger or an alien 
anymore because we are together 
in the household of God

World Of the Text

World In Front Of the Text

World Behind the Text


